
DEI VERBUM
Chapter IV - VI



COVENANT – CONDITIONAL VS. 
UNCONDITIONAL

• Unconditional Covenant
• Fulfillment for what is promised depends solely upon the 

authority and integrity of the one making the covenant.
• It is a promise with no “if” attached to it.

The word for 
covenant in the 
Old Testament gives 
new meaning to this 
idea. It comes from 
a Hebrew root word 
that means “to cut.”
This explains the 
strange custom of 
two people passing 
through the cut 
bodies of slain 
animals after 
making an 
agreement. Such a 
ceremony always 
accompanied the 
making of a 
covenant in the Old 
Testament.

• Covenant
• Often promises specific benefits, rewards, or 

blessings for people who keep the terms of the 
agreement.

• But they also threaten sanctions, punishments, 
or curses for people who break the terms of 
the contract.

• Conditional Covenant
• Terms depend on the one receiving the covenant, not on 

the one granting it.
• The receiver must meet certain obligations or conditions 

of the covenant before the giver of the covenant is 
obligated to fulfill what was promised.



OLD TESTAMENT
• In carefully planning and preparing the salvation of the whole human race the God of infinite 

love, by a special dispensation, chose for Himself a people to whom He would entrust His 
promises (DV 14).

• Covenant with Abraham (Genesis 15)
• Promise of Land
• Promise of Descendants
• Promise of Blessing & Redemption

• Covenant with Moses
• Ten Commandments
• Remainder of the Law ~600 (Torah – First Five Books)

Was this covenant with Abraham 
conditional or unconditional?

Was this covenant with Moses and the people 
of Isarel conditional or unconditional?

Jeremiah31:31-34
See, days are coming—oracle of the LORD—when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house 
of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors the day I took them by the hand to lead them 
out of the land of Egypt. They broke my covenant, though I was their master—oracle of the LORD. But this is the 
covenant I will make with the house of Israel after those days—oracle of the LORD. I will place my law within them, 
and write it upon their hearts; I will be their God, and they shall be my people. They will no longer teach their 
friends and relatives, “Know the LORD!” Everyone, from least to greatest, shall know me—oracle of the LORD—for 
I will forgive their iniquity and no longer remember their sin.



OLD TESTAMENT

• Prepare for the coming of Christ, redeemer of 
all and of the messianic kingdom, to announce 
this coming by prophecy

• Old Testament, in accordance with state of 
mankind, reveals to all men knowledge of God 
AND of man and ways which God, who is just 
and merciful, deals with men.

• While OT contains some things which are 
incomplete, it still shows true divine teaching

• Express a lively sense of God, teachings about 
God, wisdom about human life, wonderful 
treasury of prayers, and mystery of our salvation 
is present in a hidden way (DS 15).

• Saint Augustine once observed that the “New 
Testament lies hidden in the Old and the Old 
Testament is unveiled in the New.”(Verbum 
Domini 41)



OLD TESTAMENT

• St Augustine shows how Christ unveiled the law hidden in the Old 
Testament by elucidating the relationship between the Beatitudes, 
virtues and the gifts of the Holy Spirit enumerated by the prophet 
Isaiah. In 11:2-3 he speaks of the coming of Christ: “the spirit of the 
Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord.” Christ came to fulfill the law and the prophets and in the 
Beatitudes He reveals the law hidden in the Prophet’s account of 
those seven operations of the Holy Spirit.

• Isaiah begins by attributing to the Christ the highest spiritual gift of 
wisdom and the gifts descend in order to the fear of God. In His 
Sermon, Jesus puts them in human order from the lower active and 
exterior to the higher introspective and interior. He begins with the 
fear of the Lord as the first step of the ascent to the final end of 
wisdom demonstrating that the Beatitudes embody the properly 
ordered mystical hierarchy of the climb to sanctity.



OLD TESTAMENT

Can you name the 
Wisdom Books?



OLD TESTAMENT



OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY



OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY



NEW TESTAMENT
• The ministry of Jesus 
• A period of oral transmission and preaching by the 

apostles
• The actual composition of the Gospels by the 

evangelists who drew on the oral traditions and 
retold the story of Jesus in light of the situation in 
their own churches.

OR



NEW TESTAMENT



NEW TESTAMENT

• Power of God for t he salvation of all who believe is shown in the most 
excellent way in the New Testament --- Word of God = Word made 
Flesh(DV 17)

• Gospels have special preeminence as principal witness for the life and 
teaching of Jesus (DV 18)

• Historical Character of the Gospels
• Gospels “faithfully hand on what Jesus Christ… really did and 

taught”
• After Ascension, Apostles gain “clearer understanding”
• Evangelist’s Role: select, reduce, explain, preserve (DV 19)

• New Testament Canon: Epistles of Paul & other Apostolic Writings
• Christ’s teachings are confirmed, more fully stated, preached (DV 

20)



CHAPTER VI:  SACRED SCRIPTURES 
IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH

• “The church has always venerated the divine 
Scriptures just as she venerates the body of the Lord, 
since, especially in the Sacred liturgy, she unceasingly 
receives and offers to the faithful the bread of life 
from the table both of God’s word and of Christ’s 
body.” (DV, 21)

• Thus, Christ is really present as much in the Sacred 
Scriptures proclaimed, as in the Eucharistic species of 
consecrated bread and wine.

• “He [Jesus] is present in his word since it’s he himself 
who speaks when the holy scriptures are read in 
church.” (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy #7) 

“Whereas altar-and-chalice was formerly, as it were, the symbolism of Catholicism and, obviously, of 
the counter-reformation, the bible is now also taken as a symbol of the Catholic Church alongside 
the chalice.” (Edward Schillebeeckx)



CHAPTER VI:  SACRED SCRIPTURES 
IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH

• All the Church’s preaching ought to be nourished and ruled by Sacred Scriptures.
• Easy access to Sacred Scriptures should be available to all the Christian faithful.
• Translations, if opportunity arises, may be prepared in collaboration with Christians of other 

denominations.
• The Church encourages also the study of the Church Fathers and of the Sacred Liturgies.
• Catholic exegetes, theologians and others who are engaged in biblical studies need to renew their 

efforts to study and expound the Bible.
• The study of Sacred Scriptures is the very soul of theology.
• The spiritual life and the pastoral ministry of priests, religious and all the faithful should be nourished 

by Sacred Scriptures.
• Prayer should accompany the reading of Sacred Scriptures so that it becomes a dialogue between 

God and the human reader.
• It is the duty of bishops to instruct the faithful entrusted to them in the right use of Sacred Scriptures.
• There should be explanatory notes in translations and editions of the Bible to aid the faithful to 

become familiar with the Bible.
• It is hoped that the reading and study of Sacred Scriptures will give a new impulse to the spiritual life 

of the Church.



BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

• If you found a letter written by one person to 
another person, what would you need to consider 
in order to truly understand it?

• Biblical exegesis: The critical interpretation and 
explanation of a biblical text.

• Critical in this sense means doing a thoughtful and 
thorough review of a particular biblical text, taking all 
aspects and senses into consideration.

• What does biblical exegesis do?
• It looks to understand the language, symbols, culture, 

and history that influenced the human author. It seeks 
to understand the intention the human 
author had in writing the book and 
what God is revealing through the 
human author’s words.



WHY ENGAGE IN 
BIBLICAL EXEGESIS?

• Have you ever had someone take something you said out of context?

• It is never good to look at something someone has said or written 
without looking at the whole context.

• This is what biblical exegesis does for us.

• A particular story or passage in the Bible can be fully understood only 
within the complete picture of both the Old and New Testaments.

• It also needs to be understood in relationship to the life, teachings, 
death, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.



AN AUTHENTIC 
INTERPRETATION OF 

THE SCRIPTURES
• Biblical exegesis ensures an 

authentic interpretation of the 
Scriptures when done under 
the guidance of the 
Magisterium.

• The Church looks at the 
interpretation of a particular 
text in light of the whole of 
Revelation and in light of the 
doctrines and teachings of 
the Church. God’s truth never 
contradicts itself.

• This is known as the analogy of 
faith.



TYPES OF BIBLICAL 
CRITICISM

• Biblical criticism: Another term for biblical exegesis.

• Textual criticism: Deals with the text itself; it is concerned 
with finding the most original texts written by the human 
authors and with creating authentic translations of these 
ancient texts.

• Historical criticism: Considers the historical setting of the 
text.

• Literary criticism: Considers the literary forms utilized in the 
text and how those are used to convey the deeper 
meaning of the text.

• Source criticism: Concerns itself with other writings the 
human author drew on in writing his book and how the 
Bibles stories compare to other ancient writings.



QUESTIONS 
OR 

COMMENTS 
DEI VERBUM
• Chapter IV - VI
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