





Why Do Catholics Horior: Mary?

Following the study of Sacred. Scripturez Ihe Holy Fathei:s,e the’}Z" ¢ {rs: a'nd liturgy of the

Church, and under the guidance of the Ch;rch magtstgt*i-um E;t..tﬁem nghtly illustrate the

duties and privileges of the Blessed Vrggn ich always’;’(q_ 2 Christ, the source of all truth
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Major Doctrines

")« Divine Maternity
* She is the Mother of God
* Perpetual Virginity
* She remained a virgin throughout her
entire life
* Assumption
* Enter heaven both body and soul by a
direct act of God
* Immaculate Conception

* Preserved exempt from all stain of
original sin
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M a rl a n DOCt rl Qes So Mary is the New Eve, therefore

Divine Maternity - - qﬂ 3 she would be the “Mother of All
s I ~ Who Live in Christ.” There are

o ,__ several biblical traits to support this

( - T A A 3 ’

&-.L W - ¢ logical assumption. The first is that
Eve as Woman ui'rever after the all, . B4 e :
i = ft X - like Adam, Christ does not refer to
i .. Mary as “Mary” or even “Mother,”
i  but refers to her as “Woman.”

It is extremely important to observe that
when Christ refers to his relationship
with Mary he says “Woman,” which
invokes Adam’s pre-Fall title for Eve, but
when he refers to the disciple’s
relationship with Mary he uses the title
“Mother.” Tradition tells us that St. John
took Mother Mary into his home in
Ephesus and cared for her until the
Assumption. Christ called the disciples
“brothers,” he told them that God was
their “Father,” and he gave Mary to them
as their “Mother.” Makes sense that if
God is our Father, Mary would be our
Mother.

- The most important crrcumstance in

R . which this title “Woman” was used
pi..'' " ‘was when Christ was on the Cross...

« When Jesus saw his mother, and the
‘disciple whom he loved standing near,
* he said to his mother, “Woman,

"« - behold you son!” Then he said to the
" disciple, “Behold your mother!” (John
' 19:26-27) And from that hour the
disciple took her to his own home
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M a ri a n DOCt rinés Divine.'t\:/tlaiterhity = Biblical Basis |

ﬂ':"-'

W '..5-' - -, '-ﬁﬂ‘.“:

28 And how does. th{? - J acob the father of J oseph
»\ @ | happen:to me;:th -+ the husband of Mary. Of her
. . | the mother Qf my " *~ was born Jesus who is called
. 1 Lord-should clg_r,ne : the Mess1ah (Matt 1: 16)
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Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of
Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family

of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed,

who was with child. While they were there, the time ’
came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to * )

her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling :"1.ﬁ
clothes and laid him in a manger.(Luke 2:4-7) S

IRLUSEEA R U e s W & A - :
A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her
feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was with child and wailed aloud in pain as
she labored to give birth. ... She gave birth to n, a male child, destined to rule all the

nations with an iron rod. Her child was caught up ‘to God and hIS throne (Rev 12:1-5)
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Marian Doctrines ..

Divine Matgrm y vqg *; S ﬁ._ ' -
Protestant Reform ers’ \t'reﬁ g It cannot be denied that God in *
Ty ey = chaasmg and destmlng Mary to be

Martm Luther ‘.'r: = the Mofher of | His Son, granted her
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pass man’s understanding. Hence men

have crowded all her glory into a single

word, calling her the Mother of God. .
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Marian Doctrmes

Perpetpal Vlrglnlty :

Is he not the carpenter, the son of Mary, and the
brother of James and Joses and Judas and Slmon?

And are not his sisters here with us? (Mai‘k 6:3)
T U L,

Other usages for adelphos :

(1) male children of the same parents (Mt 1:2)

(2) male descendants of the same parents (Acts
7:23)

(3) male children of the same mother (Gal 1:19)

(4) people of the same nationality (Acts 3:17)

(5) any man, a neighbor (Lk 10:29)

(6) persons united by a common interest (Mt
5:47)

(7) persons united by a common calling (Rev
22:9)

(8) mankind (Mt 25:40)

(9) the disciples (Mt 23:8)

(10) believers (Mt 23:8)

- -#

Objectlon #1

The word for brother (or sister),
adelphos (adelpha) in Greek,
denotes a brother or sister, or near
kinsman. Aramaic and other
Semitic languages could not
distinguish between a blood

L brother or sister and a cousin.

') Hence, John the Baptist, a cousin

of Jesus (the son of Elizabeth,
' cousin of Mary) would be called "a

-7 brother (adelphos) of Jesus." In
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virgin after that.” (Luther’s Works, :
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No sin or anythmgtafﬁ"te"-ﬂ wrth smcan stand‘-m the face of the hohness"T God.
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"Enmlty is that rnutUaLoprsltlon between Mary and sin, between Chr|st and sm.
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I will put enmity between you (the serpent SQtan)~and the woman (Mary)kand—- —
between yeur~offspr|ng (mmmnsof Satan) and hers (Jesus); He will strike at your
head, while you strlke at h|s heel l. (Genesis 3:15) -
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Marian Doctrines.. &

Immaculate Concept|on ;':'f‘-".# e ’

The r .sﬁﬁlessed Virgin |
as from the first

To become the mother of the -~ The
Savior, Mary "was enriched by ;'?:.l
God with gifts appropriate to such . e .
a role." The angel Gabriel at the ,+ ra singular
moment of the annunciation privileg
salutes her as "full of grace". In
fact, in order for Mary to be able
to give the free assent of her faith *
to the announcement of her
vocation, it was necessary that
she be wholly borne by God's
grace (CCC 490) b
e e, T
It is no wonder therefore that the usage prevalled among the Fathers
whereby they called the mother of God entirely holy and free from all stain of
sin, as though fashioned by the Holy Spirit and formed as a new creature.
Adorned from the first instant of her conception with the radiance of an
entirely unique holiness, the Virgin of Nazareth is greeted, on God's
command, by an angel messenger as "full of grace", and to the heavenly
messenger she replies: "Behold the hL"_ aid of the Lord, be it done unto me
according to thy word. (LG 56) | |




Marian Doctrines. mses...... iiSSHigaeus says, “Being.
ImmaCUIate Conception . Fathers reinforced this tohex;[l ‘1_,1";. ".ﬁ ,.é became the Cause :
' dgor herself and for

doctrine... of salvation
n
The "splendor of an entirely unique man o Hahcd

holiness" by which Mary.is "enriched

from the first instant of her conception" | knot of
comes wholly from Christ: she is '.T s d| bedé% ' :l.,. : : S untied

"redeemed, in a more exalted fashion, by by Mary sﬁﬂg ence: what the
reason of the merits of her Son". The virgin Ev ‘r"bf‘*' et

Father blessed Mary more than any
other created person "in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 4
places” and chose her "in Christ before :-f
the foundation of the world, to be holy "Deat  tF

and blameless before him in Iove" (CCC throu it
492) :

At the announcement that she would give birth to "the Son of the Most ngh“ W|thout
knowing man, by the power of the Holy Spirit, Mary responded with the obedience of faith,
certain that "with God nothing will be impossible": "Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord;
let it be [done] to me according to your word. “Thus, giving her consent to God's word, Mary
becomes the mother of Jesus. Espousing the divine will for salvation wholeheartedly, without
a single sin to restrain her, she gave herself entirely to the person and to the work of her Son;
she did so in order to serve the mystery of red ion with him and dependent on him, by
God's grace: (CCC 494) ‘
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InE noch's case, Genesis 5:24 says that God “took” him, ‘doesn't say where. Sirach 44:16 and 49:14
make it clear that he was taken up from the earth, and Hebrews 11:5 adds “so that he should not see
death.” '

In Elijah’s case, 2 Kings 2:11 states that “Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.” First Maccabees
2:58 adds, “Elijah because of great zeal for the Law was taken up into heaven.”

Both 2 Kings and 1 Maccabees both use the ordinary Hebrew and Greek words for “heaven”
(shamayim and ouranos, respectively)—indicating that heaven was where they went.

The depiction of heaven as the transcendent dwelling-place of the living God is joined with that of the
place to which believers, through grace, can also ascend, as we see in the Old Testament accounts of
Enoch (cf. Gn 5:24) and Eluah (cf. 2 Kgs 2:11) [St. John PauI I General Audience, July 21, 1999].
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Since sin and death i‘ge the fruits o‘FSata-n,.:tﬁ eedom'of Mary from
the original sin of Aﬂam also frees&hﬁir'fr' ) *'"the éonsequences of sin
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"Finally the Immaculate Vir in, pre all stain of original sin, when
the course of her eart \ _ en up body and soul into
heavenly glory, and € ; # Ver & ings, so that she
might be the more f - S e Lc ds and conqueror
of sin and death.">% a singular
participation in her he resurrection of
other Christians. (
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