
Euthanasia

Monday Night Scripture Study



Euthanasia
Intentionally killing a person who is suffering or whose life 

seems burdensome or meaningless

Assisted suicide is legal in…
Switzerland
Germany
Netherlands 
Washington
Oregon
Colorado

Euthanasia is Legal in…
Netherlands
Belgium
Columbia
Luxembourg
Canada

Hawaii
Vermont
Montana
Washington DC
California



Euthanasia

Lack of Faith
Suffering is not Meaningful

Weak Resolve
Chronic Disease

Burden of Disease
Medical Advances

Why has it become so accepted?

Now I rejoice in 
my sufferings for 
your sake, and in 

my flesh I am 
filling up what is 

lacking in the 
afflictions of 

Christ on behalf 
of his body, which 

is the church… 
(Colossians 1:24)



Euthanasia

The administration of food and liquids, even artificially, is part of the 
normal treatment always due to the patient when this is not 

burdensome for him: their undue suspension could be real and 
properly so-called euthanasia (120). 

Key Elements from the 
Charter for Health Care 

Workers

A mentality ever less ready to recognize 
life as a value in itself, relative to God 
alone, independent of how it came into 
being; a concept of the quality of life in 
terms of efficiency and psychophysical 
satisfaction, incapable of seeing any 
meaning in suffering and handicap, and 
hence to be avoided at any cost and by 
every means; a vision of death as an 
absurd end to a life still to be enjoyed, or 
as a liberation from an existence 
already considered meaningless; all of 
this—within a culture which, leaving 
God aside, makes man responsible to 
himself alone and to freely established 
laws of society—is the soil of the 
euthanasia culture. Where these 
convictions are disseminated "it could 
seem logical and 'human' to end one's 
own life or that of another 'peacefully', 
when all that is left to it is suffering and 
serious impairment.“ (147)

The pity aroused by the pain and suffering of terminally ill 
persons, abnormal babies, the mentally ill, the elderly, those 

suffering from incurable diseases, does not authorize any 
form of direct euthanasia, active or passive. This is not a 

question of helping a sick person, but rather the intentional 
killing of a person (147). 
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Medical and paramedical personnel—faithful to the task of 
"always being at the service of life and assisting it to the 

end"[282] cannot cooperate in any euthanistic practice even at 
the request of the one concerned, and much less at the request 
of the relatives. In fact, the individual does not have the right to 

euthanasia, because he does not have a right to dispose 
arbitrarily of his own life. Hence no health care worker can be 

the executive guardian of a non-existent right. (148). 
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