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Overview of Revelations
The ancient title of Revelation is Apokalypsis, which literally 

means “to pull back the veil” or the covers.  It is bridal 
language.  The book of Revelation ushers the reader into the 
sacred bridal chamber of the Lord and His bride, the Church.  

Revelation 1-11 is the “unveiling” of the divine groom

Revelation 12-22 lifts the veil of the bride, allowing us to see 
the nature and beauty of the Church

Revelation is full of images, numbers, colors, and unfamiliar 
creatures

Book is rich and symbolism once you understand it!

St. John the 
Apostle (or maybe 

a disciple) is the 
Author

John’s vision is set 
on the island of 
Patmos off the 

coast of present-
day Turkey

Timeframe is late 
1st Century

This book contains an account of visions in symbolic and allegorical language borrowed 
extensively from the Old Testament, especially Ezekiel, Zechariah, and Daniel.

Message of this book is no matter what adversity or sacrifice Christians may endure, they 
will in the end triumph over Satan and his forces because of their fidelity to Christ the 

victor.



Where are the Angels?
Revealing 

Angel – 1.1, 
22.16

Angels of 7 
Assemblies -

1.20

Four Angels 
at the 

Corners of 
the Earth –

7.1

A Mighty 
Angel – 5.2

The Angels 
of My 

Father – 3.5

Myriads of 
Angels –

5.11

Another 
Angel with 
Seal – 7.2

Angel with 
Gold Censer 

– 8.3

The Angels 
Around the 

Throne –
7:11

The Seven 
Angels – 8.2

Angel of the 
Abyss – 9.11

Four Angels 
at the 

Euphrates –
9.14

Michael & 
His Angels –

12.7

Another 
Mighty 

Angel – 10.1

The Devil’s 
Angels –

12.9

Six 
Different 
Angels –
14.6,8,9, 
15,17,18

Seven 
Angels with 
Seven Last 
Plagues –

15.1

Angel of the 
Waters –

16.5

Angel with 
Seven 

Plaugue
Bowl –

17.1, 21.9

Angel with 
Splendor –

18.1

A Mighty 
Angel –
18.21

Twelve 
Angels on 
the Gates 
of the City 

– 21.12

Angel with 
the Key to 

the Abyss –
20.1

Angel 
Standing in 
the Sun –

19.17



Revealing Angel – 1:1
The revelation of Jesus 
Christ, which God gave 

to him, to show his 
servants what must 

happen soon. He made 
it known by sending 

his angel to his servant 
John, who gives 

witness to the word of 
God and to the 

testimony of Jesus 
Christ by reporting 

what he saw.

The five (5) persons 
involved in 

transmitting the 
prophetic words 

recorded in the book 
of Revelation are God 

the Father, Jesus 
Christ, God’s angelic 

servant, God’s 
human servant, John, 

and the seven (7) 
churches in Asia.



Angels of 7 Assemblies – 1.20

This is the secret meaning 
(mystery) of the seven stars 

you saw in my right hand, and 
of the seven gold lampstands: 
the seven stars are the angels 

of the seven churches, and 
the seven lampstands are the 

seven churches.

“Angels” most likely 
represent the 

bishops or pastors of 
these early Christian 

communities 
because the Greek 
word for angelos

means “messenger” 
and many of the 

early Church leaders 
were the first 
messengers of 

Christ.  



The Angels of My Father – 3.5
The victor will thus be 

dressed in white, and I will 
never erase his name from 

the book of life but will 
acknowledge his name in 

the presence of my Father 
and of his angels.

This reference occurs in the 
message to Sardis community.  
The message includes praise 

and recognition, rebukes, 
warnings and instructions, and 

promises to those who are 
faithful including 

acknowledgement of their 
name to the Father and His 

angels. 

White is a sign of victory and joy as well as resurrection

The book of life - the roll in which the names of the redeemed are kept.  They will 
be acknowledged by Christ in heaven



Mighty Angel – 5.2

I saw a scroll in the right hand 
of the one who sat on the 

throne. It had writing on both 
sides and was sealed with 
seven seals. Then I saw a 

mighty angel who proclaimed 
in a loud voice, “Who is 

worthy to open the scroll and 
break its seals?” But no one in 

heaven or on earth or under 
the earth was able to open the 

scroll or to examine it.

Seven Seals represents testator 
(someone who writes 

instructions which come into 
force after death) and six 

witnesses which were required in 
OT covenant 

The scroll represents a covenant 
document between God and His 
people.  Only Jesus can fulfill the 

covenant which is done by 
opening the scrolls.

Jesus is the testator by which 
deliverance from our 

transgressions is through His 
death



Myriad of Angels – 5.11
I looked again and heard the voices of many angels who 
surrounded the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders. They were countless (used to express infinity) in 

number, and they cried out in a loud voice:  “Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches, wisdom 

and strength, honor and glory and blessing.”

Just prior to this verse, Christ appears as a Lamb, coming to 
receive the scroll from God, for which he is acclaimed as at a 
coronation. This is followed by a doxology (short hymn of 

praise) of the angels and then finally by the heavenly 
church united with all of creation.



Four Angels – 7.1
After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the 
earth, holding back the four winds of the earth so that no wind 

could blow on land or sea or against any tree. Then I saw another 
angel come up from the East, holding the seal of the living God. He 
cried out in a loud voice to the four angels who were given power 
to damage the land and the sea, “Do not damage the land or the 

sea or the trees until we put the seal on the foreheads of the 
servants of our God.

Before the final seal is opened, a different angel has a new kind of 
“Seal” for the servants of God.  Rather than symbolizing judgment, 

this one represents salvation and divine protection!



Seven Angels – 8.2
When he broke open the seventh seal, there was silence in 

heaven for about half an hour. And I saw that the seven 
angels who stood before God were given seven trumpets.

Trumpets were often used to signal a time of war or coming 
judgment.  Trumpets were also used is worship.  When we 

worship, we are fighting a battle.  We win spiritual battles in 
the midst of liturgy.  The events that follow the blowing of 

each trumpet reminds us of judgments that God poured out 
upon Egyptians in the plagues preceeding the Exodus. 

Revelation is tracing the final exodus of the People of God 
and the definitive judgment on God’s enemies.



Angel of the Abyss – 9.11

They had tails like scorpions, with stingers; with their tails 
they had power to harm people for five months. They had as 
their king the angel of the abyss, whose name in Hebrew is 
Abaddon and in Greek Apollyon. The first woe has passed, 
but there are two more to come.

Here they are talking about the Locust from the Angel 
blowing the fifth trumpet.  The Greek word Apollyon means 
“Destroyer”



4 Angels at Euphrates – 9.14
Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice coming 
from the [four] horns of the gold altar before God, telling the sixth 

angel who held the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are 
bound at the banks of the great river Euphrates.” So the four 
angels were released, who were prepared for this hour, day, 

month, and year to kill a third of the human race.

The four angels are symbolic of the destructive activity that will 
be extended throughout the universe



Mighty Angel – 10.1
Then I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven 

wrapped in a cloud, with a halo around his head; his face was like 
the sun and his feet were like pillars of fire. In his hand he held a 

small scroll that had been opened. He placed his right foot on the 
sea and his left foot on the land, and then he cried out in a loud 

voice as a lion roars. When he cried out, the seven thunders
raised their voices, too.

In this vision, the angel’s legs like pillars of fire recall the fiery 
pillar that led Israel through the Exodus.  His seven-thundered 

voice recalls the voice of God in Psalm 29.  The fact that the angel 
is standing on both land and sea seems to indicate the message is 

for the whole world.



Revealing Angels – 12.7-9
Then war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels battled 

against the dragon. The dragon and its angels fought back, but 
they did not prevail and there was no longer any place for them 
in heaven. The huge dragon, the ancient serpent, who is called 

the Devil and Satan, who deceived the whole world, was thrown 
down to earth, and its angels were thrown down with it.

The angel Michael wins a victory over Satan 
who first deceived Eve, mother of the human 

race.  Thrown down eludes to Satan being 
thrown out of heaven.



Six Angels – 14:6-9
Then I saw another angel flying high overhead, with everlasting good news to 

announce to those who dwell on earth, to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people. 
He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, for his time has come to sit in 
judgment. Worship him who made heaven and earth and sea and springs of water.”
A second angel followed, saying: “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, that made all 
the nations drink the wine of her licentious passion.” A third angel followed them 
and said in a loud voice, “Anyone who worships the beast or its image, or accepts 
its mark on forehead or hand, will also drink the wine of God’s fury, poured full 
strength into the cup of his wrath, and will be tormented in burning sulfur before 
the holy angels and before the Lamb.

1st angel carries message of eternal Good News from 
God…2nd angel announces Babylon, symbol of power, 
has fallen…3rd angel warns those that yield to the 
world will suffer eternal torment!



Six Angels – 14:15-18
Another angel came out of the temple, crying out in a loud voice to the one sitting 
on the cloud, “Use your sickle and reap the harvest, for the time to reap has come, 
because the earth’s harvest is fully ripe.” So the one who was sitting on the cloud 
swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested. Then another angel 
came out of the temple in heaven who also had a sharp sickle. Then another angel 
[came] from the altar, [who] was in charge of the fire, and cried out in a loud voice 
to the one who had the sharp sickle, “Use your sharp sickle and cut the clusters 
from the earth’s vines, for its grapes are ripe.” So the angel swung his sickle over 
the earth and cut the earth’s vintage. He threw it into the great wine press of God’s 
fury.

These verses reveal the crowned Son of Man enthroned on a heavenly cloud holding 
a sickle instead of a scepter.  This agricultural imagery means they are the first souls 
harvested from this world to the honor of God and the Lamb.



7 Angels…7 Plagues – 15:1

Then I saw in heaven another 
sign, great and awe-inspiring: 
seven angels with the seven last 
plagues, for through them God’s 
fury is accomplished.

This is the start of a series of 
seven judgments which will be 
the last and represents the 
fullness of God’s judgment on 
evil in this world.



Angels of the Waters – 16:5
I heard a loud voice speaking from the temple to the seven angels, “Go and pour out the 
seven bowls of God’s fury upon the earth.” The first angel went and poured out his bowl on 
the earth. Festering and ugly sores broke out on those who had the mark of the beast or 
worshiped its image. The second angel poured out his bowl on the sea. The sea turned to 
blood like that from a corpse; every creature living in the sea died. The third angel poured 
out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water. These also turned to blood. Then I heard the 
angel in charge of the waters say: “You are just, O Holy One, who are and who were, in 
passing this sentence. For they have shed the blood of the holy ones and the prophets,
and you [have] given them blood to drink; it is what they deserve.”

The third plague turns the inland waters into blood.  The angel reminds us that it 
is connected to the blood of the saintly martyrs.  Those who shed the blood of 
the prophets and martyrs are now given blood to drink, which “is their due”.

There is similar poetic justice in the Egyptian plagues when God turned the 
waters of the Nile – the very place where Pharaoh hurled the Hebrew children –
into a river of blood (Exodus)



Angel with Bowls – 17:1
Then one of the seven angels who were holding 
the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come 
here. I will show you the judgment on the great 
harlot who lives near the many waters.

The punishment of Babylon is now described as a past event and, 
metaphorically, under the image of the great harlot who leads 
people astray into idolatry. 

Babylon, the symbolic name of Rome, is graphically described as 
“the great harlot.”

The harlot is a lurid parody of the woman in Revelation 12 and 
represents everything that is opposite or counter to her.  This is a 
graphic illustration of the hollow, fruitless lure of sin!



Revealing Angels – 19:17
Then I saw an angel standing on the sun. He cried 
out [in] a loud voice to all the birds flying high 
overhead, “Come here. Gather for God’s great 
feast, to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of military 
officers, and the flesh of warriors, the flesh of 
horses and of their riders, and the flesh of all, free 
and slave, small and great.” 

The certainty of Christ’s victory is proclaimed 
by an angel, followed by a reference to the 
mustering of enemy forces and a fearsome 
description of their annihilation.



Angel with Key to Abyss – 20.1
Then I saw an angel come down from heaven, holding in his 
hand the key to the abyss and a heavy chain. He seized the 
dragon, the ancient serpent, which is the Devil or Satan, and tied 
it up for a thousand years and threw it into the abyss, which he 
locked over it and sealed, so that it could no longer lead the 
nations astray until the thousand years are completed.

Like the other numerical values in this book, the 
thousand years are not to be taken literally; they 
symbolize the long period of time between the chaining 
up of Satan (a symbol for Christ’s resurrection-victory 
over death and the forces of evil) and the end of the 
world. During this time God’s people share in the 
glorious reign of God that is present to them by virtue of 
their baptismal victory over death and sin.



Twelve Angels on Gates – 21.12
It had a massive, high wall, with twelve gates where 
twelve angels were stationed and on which names 
were inscribed, [the names] of the twelve tribes of 
the Israelites. There were three gates facing east, 
three north, three south, and three west. The wall of 
the city had twelve courses of stones as its foundation, 
on which were inscribed the twelve names of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb.

Throughout this chapter and the next is 
a description of God’s eternal kingdom 
in heaven under the symbols of a new 
heaven and a new earth.



Angels in Revelation

Saint Joan of Arc 
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Questions?
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